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Deanna Witkowski:  Con Alma

As Deanna Witkowski states, on myspace.com/deannamusic:

I'm a pianist/composer/vocalist living in NYC. I play jazz that comes from a lot of different influences: Brazilian, Afro-Cuban, Gospel, classical. I was a classical piano major in college but started playing jazz by studying with a prof who was a great jazz tenor saxophonist. After college, I moved to Chicago and played there for four years before making the move to NYC eight years ago. I moved here with a church music director gig, and started writing a ton of sacred music, including a couple of jazz masses. The cool thing is that now when I go on the road, I do gigs in clubs as well as in churches. You can read more/hear more sound clips at my website, deannawitkowski.com.   

I first became aware of Deanna’s music by doing a review of her first CD, Having to Ask. As I said at the time, “Deanna’s spirit—and her spirituality—come through on this consummate debut, and that spirit is astonishing.” Hearing two of her more recent CD’s, Length of Days and Wide Open Window, and rehearsing her music with the students in the Barbary Coast, have reconfirmed what I already knew:  Deanna Witkowski’s unique combination of skills—her talent, commitment and clarity of vision—leave many other contemporary jazz artists in the dust. She’s an original! 

We’ve been trying to get Deanna Witkowski to come to Dartmouth to do a residency and performance with the Barbary Coast Jazz Ensemble for a number of years. Since she primarily composes for and performs in small group settings, the problem has been that she didn’t have enough music for big band. We finally reached the point this fall where she had more than enough original music for jazz ensemble to schedule this residency and concert, and we are delighted!
Deanna’s music is not easy to define. She’s not interested in fitting into narrow categories–she's too busy expanding them, exploding them, letting the music speak for itself in many dialects: Latin, Brazilian, straight-ahead, wordless vocals, jazz standards and affirmations of faith. Music beyond categories. After all, that is the only legitimate future of jazz: expansion and inclusion (rather than contraction and exclusion). Tear down those walls!  Our musical borders will never be closed. Charlie Parker could have been talking about Deanna Witkowski when he said, “Music is your own experience, your own thoughts, your wisdom. If you don’t live it, it won’t come out of your horn. They teach you there’s a boundary line to music. But, man, there’s no boundary line to art.” There’s no boundary line to Deanna’s art. She’s the real deal, not just because she sings, plays piano, and composes—those are merely the means to an end—but because, by giving voice to her soul, Deanna Witkowski is singing for us all. Just listen… 

* * *

Joining Deanna for this residency and concert with the Barbary Coast is her bassist, David Ambrosio. This biography of David is from Deanna’s website.

David Ambrosio has been an in-demand bassist in his native New York since 1988.  In 2003 and 2004, under the auspices of the Jazz Ambassadors, a U.S. State Department and Kennedy Center sponsored program, David traveled to Russia, Uzbekistan, and Krygyzstan with the Adam Klipple Quartet.  As part of his 2004 trip, David recorded with Uzbek and Krygyz folk musicians.  In 2001, David traveled to Cuba with the New York based quartet, Grupo Los Santos.  While in Cuba, they performed with various Cuban folkloric music and dance ensembles.

As a sideman in many working New York ensembles, David has toured and recorded with Gunther Schuller’s Circle Wide, the Deanna Witkowski Quartet, Christophe Schweitzer’s 5 SIX 7, and the Jamie Begian Big Band. He has also performed with Kenny Werner, Terry Gibbs, Buddy DeFranco, Ravi Coltrane, Mat Maneri, John Hicks, Vic Juris and George Garzone.  

David has performed extensively in the United States, Canada, Europe and Japan; recent festival appearances have included Canada’s Montreal and Guelph Festivals; New York’s JVC and Vision Festivals; and France’s Nancy Pulsations Festival.  

David has a Bachelor of Arts from Manhattan School of Music in Classical Composition and a Master of Arts in Jazz Performance from Queens College.

Two other talented groups of musicians must be mentioned:  the Dartmouth students in the Barbary Coast Jazz Ensemble, including several new members from the Class of 2010, and to help us perform some of Deanna Witkowski's sacred jazz, a select group of vocalists from the Dartmouth College Gospel Choir. Special thanks to our wonderful female vocalist, Jessica Rawlins '07, also a key member of the Gospel Choir, for her help in arranging this collaboration.

Please join the Barbary Coast Jazz Ensemble on Saturday, November 4 at 8 p.m. in Spaulding Auditorium for a memorable night of jazz and sacred jazz with our special guests, pianist/composer/vocalist Deanna Witkowski, bassist David Ambrosio and members of the Dartmouth College Gospel Choir.  Thank you.

Don Glasgo

Director

Barbary Coast Jazz Ensemble
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