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LIVE. At the HOP
Public Sneak Peek of the‘07-‘08 Season 

Hanover, NH—The Hopkins Center for the Arts welcomes audiences to discover its exclusive engagements, world premieres and a full spectrum of stellar artistry on stage for the 2007-2008 season. The Hop’s family-friendly programming features top-notch productions, classes for adults and students, and a host of other ways to get involved.  Be first to see what’s coming to the Hop at its second annual season preview, Thursday, August 9 at 12 pm and 5:30 pm in The Moore Theater.  
The upcoming season is packed full of performances that will entertain, transform and challenge—the excitement of a world premiere by Merce Cunningham Dance Company; the drop-of-a-pin-quiet as monologist Rik Reppe tells it like it is; the exuberance and flair of musical legends Chick Corea and Béla Fleck; the seamless virtuosity of flautist Sir James Galway, and more.  Margaret Lawrence, Programming Director, will share her exclusive insights into the new 2007-2008 Visiting Performing Artists Series.  Admission is free, with delicious snacks provided by the Canoe Club, convenient on-site ticket sales and a chance to win Hop tickets, dinner at the Canoe Club and more.
The 2007-2008 Season at the Hop is brimming with world-class performances, including: 
· JAZZ/POP: Matt Wilson’s Arts and Crafts; Chick Corea and Béla Fleck; Omar Sosa Afreecanos Quartet; and Brad Mehldau Trio
· DANCE: Merce Cunningham Dance Company with a world premiere; Savion Glover; Vietnam’s Company Ea Sola and Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater 
· CLASSICAL MUSIC: Murray Perahia, piano; Sir James Galway, flute; and Europa Galante

· WORLD MUSIC:  Zedashe Ensemble; Eva Ayllón; Yamato the Drummers of Japan; and Qawwali Masters
· THEATER: The Civilians; The Capitol Steps; Anne Galjour; and Uzbekistan’s Ilkhom Theatre
· NEW STAGES: Family Series:  Junie B. Jones; Anne of Green Gables; Imani Winds, classic children’s films and much more. 
There are many exciting changes to the offerings at the Hop this year, including more flexibility for subscribers, new membership benefits and a new family series. Subscription packages begin with the purchase of just six shows.  Subscribers receive free parking for events, two free tickets to a Dartmouth Film Society movie, and a 10-20% discount on tickets.  They no longer pay a ticket handling fee and can exchange tickets more easily than ever.
STAGES: Family Series is another new program at the Hop this season.  The Family Series brings world-class arts experiences for young people to the Hop stages with special 18 & under ticket prices.  From Junie B. Jones and Anne of Green Gables to Imani Winds and classic children’s films, there is something for just about every age and taste at the Hop in ’07-’08.  
The Hopkins Center embarks on the second year in a three-year programming initiative called Class Divide.  All across America, the gap between rich and poor is growing.  Class Divide explores the topic of social and economic class through the eyes of artists.  Rik Reppe offers a glimpse at the post 9/11 United States in Staggering Toward America, November 7; Old School Freight Train and Carolina Chocolate Drops perform a double bill exploring the roots of American music, January 20; and Anne Galjour returns with a work-in-progress based on story circles and interviews with Upper Valley locals from farmers to filmmakers.  
Recently, Class Divide was recognized nationally with a grant from the Association of Performing Arts Presenters Creative Campus Innovations Grant Program.  The Hop is one of only eight campus-based arts organizations nationwide to receive this award.  Hopkins Center Programming Director Margaret Lawrence said “the award will enable [the Hop] to forge a new level of collaboration with campus and community partners, building programs that deeply engage people in important issues…We're looking forward to creating a rich assortment of programs that challenge, inspire, and most importantly, involve the entire Upper Valley community."
The Hop ’07-’08 Season Preview takes place on Thursday, August 9 at 12 pm and 5:30 pm, The Moore Theater, Hopkins Center for the Arts, Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH.  Admission is free.  For more information, to receive a season brochure, be entered on the mailing list for future Hop events, or to receive HopMail email updates, call (603) 646-2422 or email: hop.box.office@dartmouth.edu.
Members of the press interested in attending the season preview, please RSVP to Lisa Vallejo-Sorensen at (603) 646-3991 or lvs@dartmouth.edu.  

***

All Hopkins Center events are wheelchair accessible. Details are available from the Box Office. Assistive Listening Devices for those with hearing impairments can be reserved through the Box Office. The Hopkins Center Box Office is open Monday through Friday from 10 am to 6 pm, Saturday from 1 pm to 6 pm for window sales and information and/or telephone orders at (603) 646-2422. Tickets can be purchased online at hop.dartmouth.edu. For more information email: hop.box.office@dartmouth.edu.
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