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For Immediate Release: April 24, 2007
Hopkins Center Receives Significant National Grant 
for Innovative Class Divide Project
HANOVER, NH – The Hopkins Center for the Arts at Dartmouth College has been awarded $90,375 from the Association of Performing Arts Presenters Creative Campus Innovations Grant Program to fund Class Divide, a multi-year, cross-campus/community programming initiative examining issues of social and economic class though the eyes of artists. The Hop is one of only eight campus-based arts organizations nationwide to receive this award. According to Sandra Gibson, president and CEO of Arts Presenters, “Colleges and universities have been leading patrons of the arts for more than 100 years…The Creative Campus Innovations Program provides an opportunity to fully integrate the performing arts into the life of higher education and the community.” Hopkins Center Programming Director Margaret Lawrence said “the award will enable [the Hop] to forge a new level of collaboration with campus and community partners, building programs that deeply engage people in important issues…We're looking forward to creating a rich assortment of programs that challenge, inspire and, most importantly, involve the entire Upper Valley community."
Through the three-year Class Divide programming initiative, the Hopkins Center explores social and economic class through the powerful lens of art. "Class Divide reflects our commitment as a campus-based arts presenter to address pressing issues of our day," said Lawrence, “it is the first substantial cross-campus/community project in the country to examine the issue of class through the arts.” Class Divide aims to raise awareness and spark discussion about this highly important and under-explored issue. The initiative began in the Hop’s 2006-07 season, with extensive campus and community residencies surrounding two performances: Roseneath Theatre’s Danny, King of the Basement, an exploration of issues facing a family without a stable home; and Anne Galjour’s solo play Hurricane, chronicling life among the working class on the Louisiana Bayou.
The Creative Campus award fuels and expands the initiative for two more seasons. The Hop will develop its relationship with playwright Anne Galjour, commissioning a play about class in Northern New England to premiere in fall 2008. Galjour will continue her first-person research in rural New England and on the Dartmouth campus, reflecting the realities and concerns of economic class as she sensitively portrays characters based on the people (of all classes) she interviews. Upcoming 2007-08 Class Divide events include:

· Readings by Galjour of her new work-in-progress about class in Northern New England;
· Presentation of Rik Reppe’s Staggering Toward America, an acclaimed theatrical monologue developed from a personal odyssey in which Reppe traveled across America in the wake of 9/11 searching for the meaning of being an American;
· Programs and performances exploring the roots of American music and its intersections with economic issues;
· A term-long Dartmouth Film Society series with films centering on class;
· Several class-focused Dartmouth student creative projects;  
· Artistic residencies exploring and expressing local students’ experiences of class at Hanover High School and Canaan’s Mascoma High School.
Class Divide will foster many campus and community partnerships, and encourage region-wide programming on class issues. According to Lawrence, "receiving this grant is a testament to the many wonderful partners at Dartmouth and in the community who've advised us as we move forward." Among the campus partners are Dartmouth College Office of the Provost, Office of the Associate Dean for the Humanities, Office of Institutional Diversity and Equity, Tucker Foundation, Studio Art Department, Hopkins Center Student Advisory Council and the Dartmouth Centers Forum. Class Divide also deepens the Hop’s engagement with many local organizations. A key partner is nonprofit Class Action who, along with the Hop, will offer a two-year series of educational workshops sensitizing multiple constituents to issues of class and classism, and providing a context for Class Divide. 
With the Class Divide initiative, the Hop seeks to connect to Dartmouth students, faculty, staff, existing Hopkins Center audiences and community members who don’t participate in Hop programs. However, the Hop aims to not only begin a conversation about class in its own community but, as Dartmouth College Provost Barry Scherr explains, “It will be an innovative model, and both the Hopkins Center staff and I anticipate sharing its lessons and successes with the arts presenting and educational fields."

###

The Hopkins Center for the Arts, a multi-disciplinary academic, visual and performing arts center since 1962, presents over 300 events each year. With Outreach and Arts Education programs serving more than 22,000 Upper Valley residents and students annually, its mission is “to ignite and sustain a passion for the arts within the Dartmouth community and to provide the core educational environment for the study, creation and presentation of the arts.”  

The Association of Performing Arts Presenters (Arts Presenters) is the largest national service and advocacy organization for the performing arts, and is dedicated to bringing artists and audiences together through presenting and touring. With over 2,100 members worldwide, Arts Presenters is committed to increasing community participation, promoting global cultural exchange and fostering an environment for the performing arts to thrive. www.artspresenters.org.

The mission of the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation is to improve the quality of people's lives through grants supporting the performing arts, wildlife conservation, medical research and the prevention of child maltreatment, and through preservation of the cultural and environmental legacy of Doris Duke's properties. The foundation's assets currently total approximately $1.8 billion. Of its grants totaling close to $473 million to date, the foundation has approved approximately $156 million to support nonprofit performing arts organizations throughout the United States. www.ddcf.org
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