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For Immediate Release: November 8, 2007

NEW: The Met Comes to the Hopkins Center Live in HD
PERFORMANCE DATES:

Dec 15
Roméo et Juliette



Jan 6

Hansel and Gretel (Encore/not live presentation)

Jan 12
Macbeth




Feb 16
Manon Lescaut



Mar 15
Peter Grimes



Mar 22
Tristan und Isolde




Apr 5

La Bohème




Apr 26
La Fille du Régiment

ON SALE DATE: Thursday, November 15, 10 am
LOCATION: Loew Auditorium, Hopkins Center 

COST: General admission $25, Met Pass (8 shows) $169, Dartmouth students $5
INFORMATION: Box Office, (603) 646-2422, hop.dartmouth.edu

HANOVER, NH ―The Hopkins Center, in concert with the Metropolitan Opera, is bringing world-class opera from Lincoln Center to Hanover, New Hampshire. Upper Valley audiences will experience eight afternoons of groundbreaking performances transmitted live—via satellite and in high definition (HD).  The Metropolitan Opera: Live in HD delivers the excitement and grandeur of the 2007-08 season in real time to the Hop along with over 300 venues across the country. The Los Angeles Times says, “this venture may be the most significant development in opera since the super title.”  
Ten high-definition cameras strategically located throughout the theater                     capture the singers, costumes and orchestra—projecting them larger than life. In crystal clear HD and digital stereo surround sound, these beloved operas are immediate and thrilling. During the intermissions, there are exclusive, live backstage tours, behind-the-scenes costume changes, scenery moves and interviews with the artists.  A long time pass holder, Adrienne Hitchcock says, “The behind the scenes filming is remarkable and makes you feel just like you are there.  It is better than being at The Met because you get access to much more. You can see the expressions on the characters no matter where you sit.  It is like having a front row seat. “
Tickets go on sale starting Thursday, November 15 at 10 am.  General admission is $25 and a Met Pass for all eight shows is $169, Dartmouth students $5.  All shows take place in Loew Auditorium, Hopkins Center, Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH. For more information call the Hopkins Center Box Office at (603) 646-2422 visit hop.dartmouth.edu.
2007-08 Season

Dec 15
Roméo et Juliette



Jan 6

Hansel and Gretel (Encore/not live presentation)

Jan 12
Macbeth




Feb 16
Manon Lescaut



Mar 15
Peter Grimes



Mar 22
Tristan und Isolde




Apr 5

La Bohème




Apr 26
La Fille du Régiment

Roméo et Juliette – Gounod
Saturday, December 15, 2007 • 1:00 pm

Run time: 3:30 • 1 intermission

Who better to portray the world’s most famous lovers than opera’s ultimate charismatic duo, star soprano Anna Netrebko and remarkable tenor Roberto Alagna? Gounod’s ultra-sensual interpretation of Shakespeare is an ideal vehicle for their unique and incandescent appeal. The irresistible Nathan Gunn is Mercutio and Plácido Domingo presides on the podium. 

Conductor: Plácido Domingo; Director: Guy Joosten; Cast: Anna Netrebko, Isabel Leonard, Roberto Alagna, Nathan Gunn, Robert Lloyd. Sung in French with MET titles in English

Hansel and Gretel (new production) – Humperdinck

Sunday, January 6, 2008 • 3:00 pm •  Encore presentation
Run time: 2:35 • 1 intermission

Most fairy tales, though charming on the outside, have darker underpinnings. Alice Coote and Christine Schäfer are siblings lost in a shadowy world of unknown menace, pursued by a hungry Witch (tenor Philip Langridge). This English-language production of the Brothers Grimm’s beloved story is the second in the Met’s annual series of special holiday presentations. 

Conductor: Vladimir Jurowski; Director: Richard Jones; Cast: Christine Schäfer, Alice Coote, Rosalind Plowright, Philip Langridge, Alan Held. Sung in English with MET titles in English.

Macbeth (new production) – Verdi

Saturday, January 12, 2008 • 1:30 pm 

Run time: 3:20 • 1 intermission

Giuseppe Verdi’s longstanding affinity for Shakespeare is explored in Adrian Noble’s dark yet exhilarating vision. The ferocious couple is portrayed by compelling baritone Lado Ataneli in the towering title role and the fiery soprano Maria Guleghina as his ruthless wife. Rising star and bass-baritone John Relyea plays the role of the doomed Banquo. 

Conductor: James Levine; Director: Adrian Noble; Cast: Maria Guleghina, Roberto Aronica, Lado Ataneli, John Relyea. Sung in Italian with MET titles in English.

Manon Lescaut – Puccini

Saturday, February 16, 2008 • 1:00 pm

Run time: 3:41 • 3 intermissions

Finnish phenomenon Karita Mattila (Jenufa) adds another landmark role to her Met repertory, the free-spirited beauty Manon Lescaut. The story of the magnetic attraction between two young lovers is the perfect vehicle for the soprano’s exhilarating charisma, especially when matched by the ardent tenor of Marcello Giordani. Puccini never surpassed the erotic sweep of his own youthful hit.

Conductor: James Levine; Cast: Karita Mattila, Marcello Giordani, Dwayne Croft, Dale Travis. Sung in Italian with MET titles in English.

Peter Grimes (new production) – Britten

Saturday, March 15, 2008 • 1:30 pm

Run time: 3:45 • 2 intermissions

Benjamin Britten’s probing exploration of collective guilt and judgment features one of modern opera’s most impressive tenor roles. Anthony Dean Griffey takes on the complex title character while the ever-riveting Patricia Racette is the woman who refuses to abandon him. With its sweeping orchestral beauty, Peter Grimes is a haunting and engrossing theatrical journey.

Conductor: Donald Runnicles; Director: John Doyle; Cast: Patricia Racette, Anthony Dean Griffey, Anthony Michaels-Moore. Sung in English with MET titles in English.

Tristan und Isolde – Wagner

Saturday, March 22, 2008 • 12:30 pm

Run time: 5:35 • 2 intermissions

Met Music Director and eminent Wagnerian James Levine conducts this much-anticipated revival. Deborah Voigt, one of the world’s most celebrated Wagnerian sopranos, undertakes this iconic role for the first time at the Met. The leading Tristan of our time, Ben Heppner, portrays the other half of this archetypal couple on their mystical journey of love, sex and death.

Conductor: James Levine; Director: Dieter Dorn; Cast: Deborah Voigt, Michelle DeYoung, Ben Heppner, Eike Wilm Schulte, Matti Salminen. Sung in German with MET titles in English.

La Bohème – Puccini

Saturday, April 5, 2008 • 1:30 pm

Run time: 3:20 • 2 intermissions

A magnificent cast comes together for Franco Zeffirelli’s lavish production of the Puccini favorite. The exciting young conductor Nicola Luisotti presides over a glorious vocal ensemble led by the mesmerizing Angela Gheorghiu, who sings Mimì at the Met for the first time in 12 years, opposite golden-toned tenor Ramón Vargas as her lover, Rodolfo.

Conductor Nicola Luisotti; Director: Franco Zeffirelli; Cast: Angela Gheorghiu, Ainhoa Arteta, Ramón Vargas, Ludovic Tézier, Quinn Kelsey, Oren Gradus, Paul Plishka. Sung in Italian with MET titles in English.

La Fille du Régiment (new production) – Donizetti 
Saturday, April 26, 2008 • 1:30 pm

Run time: 3:10 • 1 intermission

Experience the “exceedingly yummy operatic cake” that was called “the operatic show of the season” by The Times of London. Audiences were dazzled by Natalie Dessay’s fearless coloratura and impeccable comic timing and by Juan Diego Flórez’s remarkable musicality—complete with the famous high Cs. Stage legend and four-time Tony winner Zoe Caldwell is the Duchess of Krakenthorp.

Conductor Marco Armiliato; Director: Laurent Pelly; Cast: Natalie Dessay, Felicity Palmer, Juan Diego Flórez, Alessandro Corbelli, Zoe Caldwell. Sung in French with MET titles in English.

Media Sponsor, Vermont Public Radio.  Community Arts Partner, Opera North.
***
All Hopkins Center events are wheelchair accessible.  Details are available from the Box Office, open Monday through Friday from 10 am to 6 pm and Saturday from 1 to 6 pm for window sales and for information and/or telephone orders.  Assistive listening devices for those with hearing impairments can be reserved through the Box Office.
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