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For immediate release: July 15, 2011
Go “Off Road”: Hop’s 2011-12 Season Features Commissioned Works and Premieres, Top Visiting Performing Artists including Yefim Bronfman, Bill Frisell, 

Pat Metheny, Hugh Masekela and Dawn Upshaw
Free public sneak previews on Wednesday, August 10

CALENDAR LISTING:

Preview of Hopkins Center’s 2011-12 Visiting Artist Performances

Wednesday, August 10, 12 and 5:30 pm

The Moore Theater, Hopkins Center for Arts, Hanover NH

Free

Be among the first to experience the sights and sounds of the new Visiting Artist season with Hop Programming Director Margaret Lawrence. Enjoy delicious refreshments courtesy of the Canoe Club, plus the chance to win Hop tickets, dinner at the Canoe Club, gift certificates from local businesses and CDs and other items from artists coming in 2011-12. Behind-the scenes tours of the Hop follow each presentation.

Information: 603-646-2422, hop.dartmouth.edu

SUGGESTED SOURCE:

Margaret Lawrence, Programming Director, Hopkins Center for the Arts: 603-646-3453
HANOVER, NH— From Dawn Upshaw to Pat Metheny, from heart-stopping tap to lush Cuban creole choral music, from the Shakers to Antarctica to Weimar Berlin, the Hop’s 2011-12 season features outstanding visiting performing artists covering tremendous creative ground.

The entire season of visiting artists will be on vivid display in free public multi-media previews by Hop Programming Director Margaret Lawrence on Wednesday, August 10, at noon and 5:30 pm, with free refreshments by The Canoe Club restaurant, in The Moore Theater of the Hop. Attendees can enter a drawing for free Hop tickets, dinner at the Canoe Club, gift certificates for local businesses, CDs and other items from 2011-12 visiting artists, and more. Free tours of the Hop, including behind-the-scenes locales, are also offered.
The Hop’s entire menu of performances was announced on the Hop’s website on Monday, July 11, and the 2011-12 season brochure is available through the mail and at the Hop Box Office. Ticket orders may be submitted by filling out and mailing in an order form downloaded from the website or found in the back of the brochure. The Box Office will first process Members’ orders, starting August 12, followed by those of 2011-12 Subscribers (those who ordered tickets to six or more events last season) starting August 17 and the general public starting August 18. Online, phone and window sales begin August 24, at hop.dartmouth.edu or 603.646.2422.

There’s still time to become a Hop Member and reap the benefits of early ticket ordering, by contacting Linda Lewis, Hop Membership Coordinator, at 603.646.2006 or at hopmembers@dartmouth.edu. 2011-12 membership forms may be downloaded at http://hop.dartmouth.edu/support.

Buying tickets to six or more Hop events—whether visiting artists or Hop-based ensembles—makes you a 2011-12 Subscriber, giving you 10 percent off the price of those tickets and waiving the $3/ticket processing fee on those and all tickets you purchase during the 2011-12 season. Those who buy tickets to 16 or more events become “premium subscribers,” receiving a 20 percent discount as well as waived fees.

“Off Road” is a theme woven through this year’s programming, designating events that take the audience into uncharted and unconventional artistic territory. This series includes the season opener, Young@Heart Chorus, the internationally beloved senior citizens who rock, on Thursday, September 22; 69 °S [69 degrees south], by Phantom Limb, a commissioned work receiving its North American premiere at the Hop combining history, climate science, puppetry and dance as it tells the story of the 1918 Shackleton polar mission , on Friday and Saturday, September 30 and October 1; Angel Reapers, the World Premiere of a Hop-commissioned work by choreographer Martha Clarke  and lauded writer Alfred Uhry that brilliantly captures the darker elements of Shaker life in the 19th century, on Friday and Saturday, October 7 and 8; The Great Flood, a Hop-commissioned collaboration between guitarist Bill Frisell and filmmaker Bill Morrison, telling of the devastating 1927 flood of the Mississippi, on Thursday, November 3; Baby Universe, an Obie-winning puppetry eco-fable, on Friday and Saturday, January 6 and 7; and Brain Storm, a dance-theater foray into cutting-edge brain science, on Friday and Saturday, January 13 and 14.

Beyond those six shows, however, the Hop staff hopes audiences will also go “off road” in their choices about what shows they see, and try out art forms and artists that are new to them.  "The live performing arts are all about discovery," says Hop Programming Director Margaret Lawrence. "With Off Road, we've invited artists who boldly depart the roads we know, taking us backwards and forwards into extraordinary adventures. More than ever, we're brings audiences a world out of the ordinary, a world in which artists chart the very act of discovery."
Opportunities in Many Genres and Interest Areas

In theater and puppetry, in addition to 69 °S and Baby Universe, the season includes Call Mr. Robeson, a solo show about the singer/actor/activist Paul Robeson, on Tuesday and Wednesday, January 17 and 18; ReEntry, a documentary theater piece about the challenges facing military people returning to civilian life, on Wednesday and Thursday, April 4 and 5; and two works for families, based on well-loved children’s books, Good Night Moon and The Runaway Bunny, on Saturday, December 3, and SkippyJon Jones, on Saturday, March 10.

In dance, in addition to Angel Reapers and Brain Storm, the Hop presents the mesmerizing Korean percussion group SamulNori, which includes traditional folk dance, on Thursday, November 10; and India Jazz Suites, a no-holds barred dance-off between Emmy-winning tapper Jason Samuels Smith and classical Indian kathak master Pandit Chitresh Das, on Friday and Saturday, March 30 and 31.

These two groups also fall into the category of world music and jazz, which this season includes the glorious Creole Choir of Cuba, on Thursday, October 6, singing the music and stories of Cuba’s Creole-speaking Haitian immigrants; a power trio of Quebecois traditional music, De Temps Antan, on Saturday, January 7; the astonishing Chinese pipa master Wu Man on Friday, January 27; the Bronx-based hot salsa dura band La Excelencia, on Tuesday, January 31; and jazz masters Pat Metheny on Saturday, October 8, Hugh Masekela, on Tuesday, February 21, Hermeto Pascoal on Thursday, April 5, and Pancho Sanchez with Terence Blanchard on Thursday, April 19.

The Creole Choir of Cuba is also part of a vocal music lineup that includes the fast-rising and charismatic male classical vocal quartet New York Polyphony, on Saturday, Nov. 5; the suave and hilarious Weimar-Berlin throwback Max Raabe and his Palast Orchester, on Tuesday, March 6; and one of the world’s most treasured singers across any genre, the luminous soprano Dawn Upshaw, performing with the Australian Chamber Orchestra, on Wednesday, April 25.

Upshaw is joined in the lineup of classical and chamber music by the Grammy-nominated powerhouse-virtuoso pianist Yefim Bronfman on Saturday, October 1; dynamic German violinist Christian Tetzlaff, with pianist Lars Vogt, on Friday, October 28; the Brentano String Quartet on Friday, October 14, with the New England premiere of a Hop-commissioned work fusing old and new music; the brilliant trio of cellist David Finckel, pianist Wu Han and violinist Philip Setzer on Thursday, January 5; the Grammy-winning Takács String Quartet on Tuesday, April 10; the new music mavens  Sō Percussion on Friday, April 20; and Hop pianist-in-residence Sally Pinkas in a trio with cellist Jan Muller-Szerawa and violinist Saul Bitran on Tuesday, January 10, and in solo performance on Tuesday, May 8.

*    *    *

Founded in 1962, the Hopkins Center for the Arts is a multi-disciplinary academic, visual and performing arts center dedicated to uncovering insights, igniting passions, and nurturing talents to help the Dartmouth community engage imaginatively and contribute creatively to our world. Each year the Hop presents more than 300 live events and films by visiting artists as well as Dartmouth students and the Dartmouth community, and reaches more than 22,000 Upper Valley residents and students with outreach and arts education programs.
