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“Introspective, reassuring” works for wind ensemble and organ
CALENDAR LISTING:

“Organ-ized,” a concert by the Dartmouth Wind Symphony and organist Brett Maguire
Dartmouth’s 46-member wind ensemble performs David Maslanka’s A Child’s Garden of Dreams as well as works by Percy Grainger and Haydn Wood, with international prize-winning organist Maguire, under the direction of Matthew M. Marsit.
Sunday, March 4, at 2 pm 
Spaulding Auditorium, Hopkins Center for the Arts, Hanover NH
Tickets $16, $20; Dartmouth students $5; 18 & under $10 and $13
Information:  Hopkins Center Box Office, 603.646.2422 or hop.dartmouth.edu

RELATED LINKS: 

http://www.davidmaslanka.com/
HANOVER, NH—Anvil, slide whistle, crystal wine glasses: these are some of the sounds that will be heard in concert on Sunday, March 4, at 2 pm as the Dartmouth Wind Symphony takes listeners into the imaginative life of a child through a landmark work for wind ensemble.

The work—the 1981 A Child’s Garden of Dreams, by American composer David Maslanka—is the centerpiece of “Organ-ized,” a program of works for wind ensemble and organ, with guest artist Brett Maguire, an international prize-winning organist. The program also includes Percy A. Grainger’s The Power of Rome and the Christian Heart (1947) and Haydn Wood’s Mannin Veen, Dear Isle of Man (1938).

“All of this music is fantastically introspective, yet positive, reassuring,” said DWS Director Matthew M. Marsit.  “As I was considering when to place this concert, I could imagine no better time than winter in Hanover, a fine time for reflection.”
Born in 1943 and a product of New England and Oberlin conservatories, Maslanka is one of this country’s leading living composers for the wind ensemble, which comprises nearly half of his 100-plus-piece catalogue of works.

The five-movement Dreams sensitively unfolds a delicate and unlikely musical subject: a child’s account of her own dreams, as reported by psychoanalyst Carl Jung, who received the account from the child’s father after the girl’s tragic death from infectious disease at age 11. 
“The music of A Child’s Garden of Dreams—simple, yet brimming with color and detail—captures the wonder of a child’s imaginative world and impels performers and audiences to explore their own inner worlds,” wrote composer Thomas Martin Wubbenhorst in a 1999 essay in College Band Directors National Association Journal. “Listeners are drawn into deep personal contact with universal symbols by experiencing the child’s inner vision and Maslanka’s music. A Child’s Garden of Dreams is music to be returned to again and again, for it has the power to take us, as Maslanka would say, ‘beyond.’”

Rounding out the program is The Power of Rome and the Christian Heart, Grainger’s largest and last work for wind ensemble, and Wood’s tone poem Mannin Veen, based on four folk tunes from the Isle of Man. Grainger first sketched the work in 1918, moved by the thought of young men sent to their death in the Great War—a subversive subject for someone then serving, as was Grainger, in the US Army Band. He revised it several times over the subsequent decades, eventually scoring it for large wind ensemble plus organ. The work immediately became an important piece of the wind ensemble repertoire. Interestingly, it was the last work Grainger himself conducted—in 1960, at Dartmouth, as part of the college’s Third Annual Festival of Music.
Wood’s work, completed when he was 56, harkens back to the Irish Sea island on which he spent most of his childhood. Woven throughout are themes drawn from hymns, fiddle tunes and other native sources. 

Maguire’s credits as an organist include winning  the First Prize and Prize of the Audience in the 2005 André Marchal International Organ Competition in Biarritz, France; spending a year in Paris on a Watson Fellowship; First Prize in the 2001 American Guild of Organists/Quimby Regional Competition for Young Organists; the Earl Russell Prize in Early Music in 2005 from the Oberlin Conservatory; and performances with the Boston Pops, the Boston Symphony Orchestra, and the Tanglewood Summer Festival Orchestra. Currently, he is presently Director of Music at Wesley United Methodist Church in Worcester, Mass.


One of the premiere ensembles of the Hopkins Center, the Dartmouth Wind Symphony is a select, auditioned wind ensemble of some 50 members, performing a wide variety of music from the late 19th, 20th and 21st century wind ensemble repertoire. Offering three concerts per year in Spaulding Auditorium, the DWS also gives several special event performances on and off campus. Wind Symphony concerts take on a wide variety of formats ranging from chamber to symphonic ensembles, from the traditional to the avant-garde. To date, the DWS has recorded 14 CDs.
An active conductor and clarinetist, DWS Director Marsit also directs the Dartmouth Marching Band and has led ensembles and performed as a solo, chamber, and orchestral musician throughout Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and New York, and has held conducting posts with Cornell University, Drexel University Bands and other institutions. He has served as a guest conductor or clinician for many institutions and festivals, and is currently heading an effort to increase clinic support and performance opportunities for Upper Valley student musicians. As a clarinetist, Marsit has played with many ensembles including the Chamber Orchestra of Philadelphia, the Fairmont Chamber Orchestra and Cornell University's "Ensemble X" and has made solo appearances with the Handel Society of Dartmouth College, the Cornell University Jazz Ensemble, the Performing Arts Institute of Wyoming Seminary, the Drexel University Symphony Orchestra and the Chestnut Hill Orchestra. An advocate for the use of music as a vehicle for service, Matthew has led ensembles on service missions in Costa Rica and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, collecting instruments for donation to schools, performing charity benefit concerts and offering workshops to benefit arts programs in struggling schools. His current work at Dartmouth allows for outreach projects in the rural schools of New Hampshire and Vermont, working to stimulate interest in school performing arts programs.
*    *    *

Founded in 1962, the Hopkins Center for the Arts is a multi-disciplinary academic, visual and performing arts center dedicated to uncovering insights, igniting passions, and nurturing talents to help the Dartmouth community engage imaginatively and contribute creatively to our world. Each year the Hop presents more than 300 live events and films by visiting artists as well as Dartmouth students and the Dartmouth community, and reaches more than 22,000 Upper Valley residents and students with outreach and arts education programs.
