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For immediate release: February 6, 2012
The debonair, tuneful Max Raabe and the Palast Orchester return to the Hop March 6
CALENDAR LISTING:

Max Raabe and the Palast Orchester in concert
Internationally acclaimed Berlin-based ensemble returns to the Hop, channels 1920s and ‘30s European and American cabaret music and elegant style.
Tuesday, March 6, at 7 pm 
Spaulding Auditorium, Hopkins Center for the Arts, Hanover NH
Tickets $28, $43, $53; Dartmouth students $10; 18 & under $17 and $19
Information:  Hopkins Center Box Office, 603.646.2422 or hop.dartmouth.edu

RELATED LINKS: 

Artists’ representative’s website; for clippings packet, click on “Download Press [PDF]” 
http://www.opus3artists.com/artists/max-raabe-and-palast-orchester 
Artists’ website

http://www.palast-orchester.de/ 
HANOVER, NH— Almost four years after charming their first Hop audience, Max Raabe and the Palast Orchester are back with their pitch-perfect re-creation of the smart, elegant cabaret music of 1920 and ‘30s Berlin. They perform in the Hop’s Spaulding Auditorium on Tuesday, March 6, at 7 pm.

Since their previous Hop visit, the ensemble’s international following has only grown in number and ardor, with concert-goers often dressing in high retro style. “We had this concert in San Francisco, and it was a whole [event],” Raabe told Time Out New York. “There were maybe 20, 30 people who came in tuxedos and top hats.” At the Hop, they are one of the most frequently requested returning Hop artists in recent years.
Impeccably groomed from their brilliantined locks to their patent leather-clad feet, Raabe (“a wised-up adult choirboy with a slightly seductive glint in his eye”–The New York Times) and his 12-member orchestra return with a fresh array of vintage hits and saucy originals, in numerous languages, with musicianship as sparkling and refined as their appearance. 

“The show goes beyond mere surface; this is serious music making,” wrote The Boston Globe.  “The 12-piece band is vibrant, versatile, exquisitely balanced, and tight as a bow tie.”

Since the late 1980s, Raabe and his ensemble have been re-creating the music of Berlin during the years of the Weimar Republic, performing with an astute appreciation of the high style and subtle comedy of German cabaret before Hitler's ascension to power.

“The German songs from that time have wonderful humor,” Raabe told The Seattle Times. “Most songwriters were Jewish, and the songs were full of wonderful black humor and double meanings. That ended when the Nazis came.” 

Beloved in Europe, Raabe and his orchestra began building an American following about 10 years ago, including a sold-out 2007 Carnegie Hall concert that was recorded live and released as Tonight or Never, a best-seller in Germany.

With close to 20 records and multiple European, Asian and American tours under their belt, Raabe and the orchestra plays more than 100 concerts a year, drawing on a repertoire of more than 500 songs. These include not only Berlin cabaret gems, but also classics of the American songbook such as Cheek To Cheek, Night And Day and I Got Rhythm, and re-discovered bygone novelty songs (My Gorilla Has A Villa In A Zoo).

Critics’ praise has flowed for recent US engagements. Said The Boston Herald, “Raabe…was the picture of formal cool. He’d walk up to the microphone to sing his measured range of falsetto-to-baritone lyrics, then back to his favorite spot against the piano, leaning stock-still with his head cocked slightly as he watched the show around him…The music managed to sound both old-fashioned and ironically modern.”

Said The Wall Street Journal, “From Al Jolson and Mae West to Prince, Cher and Sting, the annals of popular entertainment are filled with inimitable figures. And to their ranks we add the German singer Max Raabe.”

Raabe and the orchestra will be touring in support of their new CD, to be released February 21 by Universal Records. One Cannot Kiss Alone is a new version of the 2010 Küssen kann man nicht alleine, the most successful album ever produced by the Palast Orchester. Raabe wrote all the songs in collaboration with Annette Humpe, one of Germany´s top producers. The new version includes the 12 original German recordings as well as five of the songs translated into English.

*    *    *

Founded in 1962, the Hopkins Center for the Arts is a multi-disciplinary academic, visual and performing arts center dedicated to uncovering insights, igniting passions, and nurturing talents to help the Dartmouth community engage imaginatively and contribute creatively to our world. Each year the Hop presents more than 300 live events and films by visiting artists as well as Dartmouth students and the Dartmouth community, and reaches more than 22,000 Upper Valley residents and students with outreach and arts education programs.
