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For immediate release: February 7, 2012
Acclaimed creative team turns popular children’s book into stage musical
CALENDAR LISTING:

SkippyJon Jones, a musical by Theatreworks USA
New stage musical by acclaimed creative team, based on Judith Byron Schachner’s amusing picture book series about a Siamese cat who thinks he’s a fierce Chihuahua bandito.
Saturday, March 10, at 3 pm
The Moore Theater, Hopkins Center for the Arts, Hanover NH
Tickets $18, $23; Dartmouth students $10; 18 & under $13 and $18
Information:  Hopkins Center Box Office, 603.646.2422 or hop.dartmouth.edu

RELATED LINKS: 

Theatreworks USA website

http://www.theatreworksusa.org/show_detail.cfm?show=1546
Websites for members of creative team

http://www.delaguila.info/Website/MainFrame.htm 
http://www.devanandjanki.com/
http://www.peter-flynn.com/
http://elibolin.net/
HANOVER, NH—With the help of an acclaimed creative team, a best-selling children’s book series becomes swashbuckling musical stage fun in SkippyJon Jones, the next Hop performance by perennial favorite Theatreworks USA. The company brings the show to The Moore Theater on Saturday, March 10, at 3 pm. This 60 minute play is recommended for ages 3-10.

Based on Judith Byron Schachner’s beloved feline hero, Skippyjon Jones is a Siamese kitten who refuses to be an ordinary cat. In his wildly imaginative mind, he is actually a fierce Chihuahua named El Skippito Bandito, the greatest canine sword fighter in Mexico—sworn to protect his fellow Chihuahuas from the gigantic bee, Alfredo Buzzito El Blimpo Bumblebeeto Bandito. Will Skippyjon meet the challenge and become top dog? Or will he be unmasked as a mere ‘fraidy cat?  

This stage adaption features a libretto and lyrics by writer/actor/director Kevin Del Aguila, whose playwriting has been praised by New York Magazine (“a gem of a play…hilarious”), Show Business Weekly (“ingeniously written…the kind of tightly knit, richly imaginative dialogue that makes coming to the theatre a worthwhile experience”), and The Philadelphia Inquirer (“so dead-on and so bracingly funny”). The score is by Eli Bolin, who also composes for PBS’ Sesame Street and is the music director/songwriter for Story Pirates, an arts education organization that performs songs and sketches adapted from the creative writing of children all over the country. The show is directed by Peter Flynn, Artistic Director of the Hangar Theatre in Ithaca, New York, and director of numerous concerts and musical shows in New York and major playhouses around the country; and choreographed by Devanand Janki, who directed and choreographed the hit Off-Broadway musical Zanna, Don't! and Theatreworks USA’s long-running Junie B. Jones.

Pennsylvania-native Schachner has been illustrating and writing children’s books since 1992. Her stories have held a place among The Center for Children’s Books Best Books of 1999, The Mockingbird Award Books, Young Hoosier Book Award K-3, and Washington Children’s Choice Picture Book. In 2004, Schachner won the E. B. White Read Aloud Award for Skippyjon Jones, as well as the New Hampshire State Library’s 2005 Ladybug Picture Book Award, the 2005 Washington Children’s Choice Picture Book Award, and the 2006 Colorado Council International Reading Association (CCIRA) Colorado Children’s Book Award for a Picture Book.  

Since 1961, Theatreworks USA has enlightened, entertained, and instructed over 68 million people in 49 states and Canada. The company tours approximately 16 shows from its ever-growing repertoire of 110 plays and musicals, performing for about 4 million people annually. Under the direction of Barbara Pasternack (Artistic Director) and Ken Arthur (Managing Director), Theatreworks USA is the only children’s theatre to receive both a Drama Desk and a Lucille Lortel Award, and they are known for an extensive multi-cultural guest artist roster, including storytellers, puppeteers, poets, and magicians. Previous Theatreworks shows that have come to the Hop include Junie B. Jones, The Berenstain Bears In "Family Matters: The Musical” and Click, Clack, Moo.
*    *    *

Founded in 1962, the Hopkins Center for the Arts is a multi-disciplinary academic, visual and performing arts center dedicated to uncovering insights, igniting passions, and nurturing talents to help the Dartmouth community engage imaginatively and contribute creatively to our world. Each year the Hop presents more than 300 live events and films by visiting artists as well as Dartmouth students and the Dartmouth community, and reaches more than 22,000 Upper Valley residents and students with outreach and arts education programs.
