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For immediate release: February 1, 2012
Chinese and Korean music takes the stage with concert by two world music percussion ensembles
CALENDAR LISTING:

“Long Live Spirit and Inspiration: East Asian Music and Rhythms” 

The World Music Percussion Ensembles of Dartmouth and the Northfield Mount Hermon School join forces for this concert of East Asian music, including other guest musicians on traditional Asian instruments.
Saturday, February 18, 2011, 8 pm

Spaulding Auditorium, Hopkins Center for the Arts, Hanover NH 

Tickets $16; Dartmouth students $5; all other students $10
Information:  Hopkins Center Box Office, 603.646.2422 or hop.dartmouth.edu

HANOVER, NH—Dartmouth’s and the Northfield Mount Hermon School’s percussion ensembles join forces on Saturday, February 18, for concert that celebrates the music of East Asia—and the contributions of two student members of the ensemble.

Under the direction of Hafiz Shabazz, the concert celebrates Dartmouth seniors Christina Chen and Si Jie Loo, both of whom made the college’s World Music Percussion Ensemble their musical home during their time at the college.

Chen, an Economics and History double major who plans to go into journalism after graduating, came to the ensemble with 14 years of training in classical piano and wanted to experience music that was less rigid and more interpretive. Shabazz’s performance during Chen’s freshman orientation pointed her to the percussion ensemble, which became like a second family, as well as a creative outlet. She will play percussion and piano in the concert.

Si Jie Loo, a studio art major from an ethnically Chinese family in Malaysia, studied Chinese drums during high school and transitioned to West African djembe after joining the percussion ensemble her freshman year. She’s played a key support role in the ensemble, organizing performances, recruiting new members; and she’s also led the ensemble into Asian music, selecting repertoire and teaching the music. For this performance, her sister, Si Xuan Loo, who graduated from St. Lawrence College and now lives in Boston, joins the ensemble on erhu, a Chinese violin.

Also joining the Dartmouth group are student musicians from Northfield Mount Hermon School in Gill, MA, bringing traditional Korean samul nori percussion instruments. Student Director Eunjung (Katie) Chang was an award-winning musician in her native Korean.

The Chinese music the concert will sample dates back millennia but many of its modern forms sprang up after the Opium Wars of the mid-nineteenth century, including new genres of narrative singing and Cantonese music that fused the local traditional music with Western jazz elements. The Korean music comes from a 5,000-year-old tradition, especially the reign of King Sejong in the 15th century when the Korean alphabet was created and an advanced form of musical notation developed. The lively folk traditions of nongak farmer’s music, samul nori drumming and ritual shamanistic music go back to agricultural and religious festivities described in the Chinese annals. 
The World Music Percussion Ensemble specializes in non-western drumming styles and techniques, from ancient African rhythms to rock, rap, hip-hop, Afro-pop, Salsa, Brazilian Sambas and world jazz. Director Hafiz Shabazz is a master drummer and ethnomusicologist, percussionist, performer, and lecturer in Dartmouth’s Music Department who has toured as a professional musician throughout France, the Caribbean and North America, and has taught at the University of California at Berkeley and Duke University, and has lectured in more than 500 schools and universities. 
*    *    *

Founded in 1962, the Hopkins Center for the Arts is a multi-disciplinary academic, visual and performing arts center dedicated to uncovering insights, igniting passions, and nurturing talents to help the Dartmouth community engage imaginatively and contribute creatively to our world. Each year the Hop presents more than 300 live events and films by visiting artists as well as Dartmouth students and the Dartmouth community, and reaches more than 22,000 Upper Valley residents and students with outreach and arts education programs.
