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Overview

What are the challenges?
How are they being addressed?
How might they be addressed better?
Blue sky—What can arts integration look 
like?



•



Challenges

A DEFINITION
LANGUAGE
CULTURE
PERCEPTION
INSTRUMENTALISM
SHALLOW ROOTS
GEOGRAPHY
FUNDING
LACK OF STANDARDS



Addressing the 
Challenges

•

• How are they already being addressed? 
•



BEST PRACTICES IDENTIFIED IN SURVEYING THE 
LANDSCAPE (2015)

• Co-teaching and cross-listing arts-integrated courses 
• Liberal interpretation of existing policies for promotion and tenure
• Centers and institutes establish shared spaces for arts-integrated research and 

teaching
• Research including the arts as equal partners from the onset
• Partnerships between stand-alone art schools and research universities, 

community engagement, and efforts to support and improve arts practice.
-also-
• Rise of design thinking--acknowledging a process / effort to address problems 

that includes many perspectives from the get-go.



Addressing the 
Challenges

•

Levels of engagement
•



Levels to 
address the 

challenges

Personal/academic career
• Student
• Faculty
How do I get credit for my work?

Individual Campuses
National perspective/priorities for higher 
education
Public/Cross-sector perspectives
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Challenges

Universities grapple with how to 
reach the threshold of providing a 
comprehensive interdisciplinary 
education, as there is no singular 
set of  goal post or set of guidelines 
for this movement prior to defining 
what it actually means and how to 
do it.



2 main categories to address the challenges





We are a nation in crisis because of the coronavirus, racism, 
and deep political division,” says Brown. “I am honored by 
this appointment, and I recognize we are in dire need of 
hope and healing. Arts and artists are essential, now and 
always. The ways we find ourselves divided tend to vanish 
when we share experiences in the arts.

–John Brown, Duke University’s first vice provost of the arts 
appointed June 2020



Bottom up…

A RESEARCH INITIATIVE
Being part of a research-one institution, BLOOM Studio is a 
unique opportunity to work in a way that aligns the visual arts 
to the larger idea of research at UAB. BLOOM projects are 
long-term, research-driven projects, which promote the 
importance of research-based ideas that connect to a 
meaningful solution. BLOOM is an immersive experience 
which includes on the ground research, client and community 
meetings, proposals and grant writing opportunities.

SERVICE LEARNING // CREATIVE SPACEMAKING
BLOOM Studio is a 400 level course taught in the Department 
of Art and Art History. It is based on UAB’s Service Learning 
Initiative, through the UAB Faculty Fellows in Service Learning 
Program. The course is taught in the fall with an emphasis on 
design and taught in the spring with an emphasis on 
illustration/scientific image creation.

FURTHERMORE, BLOOM creates an opportunity for an 
academic writing platform and research trajectory for tenure-
seeking faculty.



Leveraged 
from the 
middle…



Top-down…

Since taking over as Arizona State University president in 2002, Michael Crow has defied tradition and set 
out to design the "New American University."

He has pulled professors out of departmental silos and established more than a dozen new 
transdisciplinary schools and large-scale research initiatives such as the Biodesign Institute.

“Arizona State's President Says It's Time to Rethink Tenure and Other Academic Traditions” 

by Douglas Belkin The Wall Street Journal







Addressing the 
Challenges
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How might we address them better?
•



We have found 
several ways to 
help higher 
education 
institutions with 
case making and 
having partners 
”find their feet” 
with arts 
integration

Partner profiles

Research

Workshops

Webinars

Annual meetings







Impacts research





From What Is Arts Research?



Amplification Workshops/Guidebook











The biggest problems we face as a society don’t conveniently set themselves up to be 
solved by one-source solutions. Problems don’t know what discipline they are supposed to 
fall under; they are just problems.

-Mark Schlissel, president, University of Michigan



The a2ru summits bring together students who have an interest in the 
arts, crossing disciplinary boundaries and developing collaborative 
projects. …Summits have a strong project-based component with 
activities such as panel discussions with special guests, keynote 
speakers, site visits or field trips, performances and exhibitions, 
networking opportunities, and skill-building experiences throughout to 
collaboratively solve challenges with projects that integrate the arts 
and design with other disciplines to produce new knowledge.
Feb 26, 2019



knowledges

The 2019 theme, knowledges: artistic practice as method is 
an invitation to explore modes of knowing, especially as 
arrived through the discovery of artistic practice. This theme 
is anchored in, but not limited to, the following questions:

How do artistic practices map onto other methods of 
knowledge production?

If contemporary artists are trained from the outset to be 
critical of their medium(s), how might this critical reflection 
inform more discrete disciplines, which often treat academic 
form as neutral vessels for the delivery of content?

What can researchers across the arts, sciences, and 
humanities learn from one another’s practices and 
approaches?



Blue Sky



Integration occurs best through the building of 
conceptual or methodological “bridges” between 
disciplines for the purpose of addressing well-defined 
multi- or transdisciplinary problems. Integration is not a 
goal in and of itself, but rather a skill that needs to be 
developed in order to respond to the connectedness of 
the real world.

--Robert Root-Bernstein, MSU from SCIENCE 
Magazine, spring 2018



COMMON ROOMS





The Commons at KU

•



Classroom/lab space at the Commons



Synthesis 
Center at 

ASU





Levels to address the challenges

Personal/academic career
• Student
• Faculty
How do I get credit for my work?

Individual Campuses
National perspective/priorities for higher education
Public/Cross-sector perspectives



Thank you
a2ru.org

groundworks.io


