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Approximate duration: 90 minutes

Program to be announced from the stage.

Program

Ahmaya Knoelle Higginson, 
award-winning teaching artist and 
global performer, serves as Co-
Founder and Artistic Director at  
the acclaimed music and arts 
institution in Harlem USA, The 
Mama Foundation for The Arts, 
home of the longest Black off-
Broadway theater musical in the 
history of American theater, Mama 
I Want To Sing! After attending the 
Manhattan School of Music for jazz 
vocal studies and graduating from 
the American Musical And Dramatic 
Academy (AMDA) for musical 
theater studies, Ahmaya traveled 
singing on world stages in various 
productions including Porgy  
and Bess and starring in Mama  
I Want To Sing! Ahmaya and her 
mother Vy Higginsen, creator of  
the musical Mama I Want To Sing!, 

came back to their home village of 
Harlem where their family has lived 
for over 100 years. They built a 
501(c)(3) non-profit music and  
arts institution passing on their 
knowledge and history of the music 
and theater industry, building 
curriculums which have now served 
thousands of youth and adults  
with free music and performance 
education for the past 20 years. 
With the continued mission to 
preserve African American music  
as an art form through the next 
generation, Ahmaya gathered 
students from her Harlem 
institution and founded the award-
winning Sing Harlem, a commercial 
traveling ensemble and choir in 
which she currently serves as 
Artistic and Musical Director. She 
has booked, curated and musically 

directed opportunities for the group 
with SZA on Saturday Night Live 
(SNL) and the 60th Annual Grammy 
Awards, twice with Chance The 
Rapper on The Tonight Show with 
Jimmy Fallon, Ariana Grande at the 
Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree 
Lighting and more. Additionally, 
they have performance credits with 
Pharrell Williams, Alessia Cara, 
Lykke Li and Madonna, headlining 
Brooklyn’s AFROPUNK, Carnegie 
Hall, the Metropolitan Museum  
of Art, the APOLLO Theater and 
Chicago’s Ravinia Festival. In 2021, 
she joined the faculty at the 
conservatory of music at SUNY 
Purchase. Ahmaya currently serves  
as the Musical Director of the  
SUNY Purchase Soul Voices Course  
and Ensemble.

About the Artist
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Please turn off your cell phone 
inside the theater.

If you do not wish to keep your 
playbill, please discard it in  
the recycling bin provided  
in the lobby. Thank you.
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Mary Lou Aleskie, Howard Gilman ’44 Executive Director
Michael Bodel, Director of External Affairs
Lisa Hayes, Director of Facility Operations
Joshua Price Kol ’93, Managing Director/Executive Producer 
Jan Sillery, Director of Financial and Administrative Operations

Hopkins Center Board of Advisors
Jim Bildner ’75 P’08
Anne Fleischli Blackburn ’91 P’23
Ken Burns H’93
Rebecca Byrne P’20 P’22
Leslie T. Chao ’78 P’20 P’24
Stanley Chou ’93
John A. Cortese ’02
Kim Lessow Crockett ’92
Heather Deering Crosby ’93 
Rachel Dratch ’88

Claire Foerster P’18 P’21
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What did 
you think 
of the 
show?

$5 off
up to two tickets on 
your next purchase.

Take our quick 
survey and enjoy


