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Sat, Oct 26, 2019, 1 pm
Loew Auditorium, Black Family Visual Arts Center
 
Sun, Oct 27, 2019, 1 pm 
Spaulding Auditorium 

Upcoming Events

The Met Opera in HD 
Akhnaten
Sat, Nov 23, 1 pm
Countertenor Anthony Roth Costanzo headlines Philip 
Glass’s transcendent contemporary creation set in a 
mystical ancient Egypt.

For tickets or more info, call the Box Office at 603.646.2422 or  
visit hop.dartmouth.edu. Share your experiences! #HopkinsCenter

The Met Opera in HD 
Madama Butterfly
Sat & Sun, Nov 9 & 10, 1 pm
Hui He stars as Cio-Cio San, the devoted geisha who gives 
everything for the American naval officer Pinkerton, sung 
by Andrea Carè.

Free tickets for Dartmouth students to attend The Met: Live in HD are 
supported by a gift from Cynthia and Jeffrey Manocherian P’15, ’18

The Met: Live in HD series is made  
possible by a generous grant from  
its founding sponsor:

The Neubauer Family Foundation

Global corporate sponsorship of  
The Met: Live in HD is provided by 

The HD broadcasts are supported by

Become a Hop Member Today!
For as little as $100 a year, Hop members provide  
vital financial support, are invited to year-round  
special events and enjoy unparalleled access to  
Hop programming!

Find out more: hop.dartmouth.edu 
603.646.2006 (membership)

Patrick Ross and Atlas Key play at the Season Launch Party 
cocktail hour for Hop members. (Photo credit: Ben DeFlorio)

presents



ACT I 
The noblemen de Brétigny and Guillot de Morfontaine are having dinner with three young 
women—Poussette, Javotte, and Rosette—at an inn in Amiens. People gather for the 
arrival of the coach to Paris, among them Lescaut. He is waiting for his young cousin 
Manon, who is on her way to enter a convent. The coach arrives and Manon expresses her 
exuberant joy about her first journey away from home. Enchanted by her, Guillot offers to 
take Manon to Paris, but she and his companions laugh at him. Lescaut reproaches Manon 
for her behavior, which could shame their family. Manon gazes with envy at the elegant 
clothes of the other girls. 

The young Chevalier des Grieux arrives too late to catch the coach, which has already left 
for Paris. He falls in love with Manon at first sight, and when she tells him that it is her 
fondness for pleasure that has led her family to send her to a convent, he is determined to 
rescue her from such a fate. They escape together in Guillot’s coach. Lescaut returns and 
furiously accuses Guillot of having kidnapped his cousin, but then learns from the 
innkeeper that Manon went off with a young man. Guillot, mocked by everyone, swears 
revenge on the eloping couple.

Manon Jules Massenet

Duration: 4 hours, 7 minutes 

(Cast in order of vocal appearance)

Manon.........................................................................................................................Linette Oropesa
Chevalier des Grieux...............................................................................................Michael Fabiano
Guillot de Morfontaine...................................................................................................... Carlo Bosi
Lescaut.......................................................................................................................... Artur Ruciński
De Brétigny................................................................................................................... Brett Polegato
Comte de Grieux..................................................................................................... Kwangchul Youn

Conductor....................................................................................................................Maurizio Benini
Production...................................................................................................................... Laurent Pelly
Set Designer............................................................................................................. Chantal Thomas
Costume Designer........................................................................................................ Laurent Pelly
Lighting Designer.............................................................................................................. Joël Adam
Choreographer...............................................................................................................Lionel Hoche
Associate Director...................................................................................................... Christian Räth
Live in HD Director................................................................................................... Gary Halvorson
Live in HD Host.............................................................................................................Nadine Sierra

Synopsis

ACT II
In their apartment in Paris, des Grieux writes to his father for permission to marry Manon. 
The maid announces visitors: Lescaut and another man—who, she warns Manon, is de 
Brétigny in disguise. Lescaut, using the argument that he has offended his family honor, 
berates des Grieux for having abducted Manon. In fact he is trying to profit by setting her 
up with de Brétigny. Des Grieux, to prove his honorable intentions, produces his letter. 

Meanwhile, de Brétigny tells Manon that des Grieux’s father is planning to kidnap his own 
son that evening. If she does nothing to prevent it and instead comes to live with de 
Brétigny, she can have wealth and luxury. After Lescaut and de Brétigny have left, des 
Grieux goes out to post his letter. Manon realizes she is unable to resist de Brétigny’s offer 
and bids farewell to her life with des Grieux. Des Grieux returns to find her weeping, but 
she will not tell him why. He talks of his dream of an idyllic future together in the country. 
When there’s a knock on the door Manon begs him not to answer it, but he goes. Looking 
out the window, she sees him being abducted.

Intermission (29 Minutes)

ACT III 
On a public holiday, a crowd has gathered at the Cours-la-Reine. Manon, now living with 
de Brétigny and the toast of Paris, praises the pleasures of her luxurious existence. 
Overhearing a conversation between de Brétigny and the Count des Grieux, she learns 
that the count’s son, following an unhappy love affair, is about to become a priest and will 
preach later that day at the seminary of St. Sulpice. Manon doesn’t believe that des Grieux 
could have forgotten her and leaves the festivities to find him.

At St. Sulpice, des Grieux has attracted much admiration for his sermon. The count tries 
to dissuade his son from entering the priesthood in favor of marriage. Des Grieux is 
adamant but realizes that he can’t forget Manon. When she appears he angrily confronts 
her. She admits her guilt but begs him to forgive her and to remember their past love. Des 
Grieux yields to his feelings and renounces his vows.

Intermission (26 Minutes)

ACT IV
Gamblers are gathered at the Hôtel de Transylvanie, among them Guillot and Lescaut. 
Manon and des Grieux arrive, and she reminds him that his fortune has nearly run out. He 
accepts Guillot’s challenge to play. Manon, Poussette, Javotte, and Rosette consider what 
money might bring them. Des Grieux wins heavily, and Guillot accuses him of cheating, 
threatening to inform the count. The police arrive and arrest des Grieux, but the count 
assures his son that he will be released soon. Manon, as his accomplice, is taken away to 
prison.

ACT V
Des Grieux and Lescaut have come up with a plan to rescue Manon, who has been 
sentenced to deportation to America, but their paid accomplices have deserted them. 
Lescaut manages to bribe the guards and leaves Manon and des Grieux alone together. Ill 
and exhausted, she begs des Grieux to forgive her for the shame she has brought him. 
While she recalls their past, he only thinks of their future together. But the rescue has come 
too late. As des Grieux assures her of his forgiveness and love, Manon dies in his arms.


